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the greater cordiality in the relations of the three governments aroused the suspicion and anger of Russian nationalist and panslav groups. Ivan Aksakov, in the columns of Rus, never tired of denouncing any understanding with the Germanic Powers as treason to the national cause. The popular General Skobelev, hero of the Turkish war and of Asiatic conquests, stirred nationalistic emotions by two resounding speeches delivered in January (St. Petersburg) and February (Paris), 1882, in which he voiced sympathy for the population of Bosnia, then in revolt against Austria, decried the pernicious influence of "the internal enemy" upon Russian diplomacy, and prophesied the inevitability of war between Slavs and Teutons. Nicholas Ignatev, the unrepentant author of the San Stefano treat}7, was an even more formidable opponent of the policy of non-intervention in the Balkans and cooperation with Germany and Austria-Hungary. His influence with Alexander was for a time very great, and he was commonly regarded as Gorchakov's most likely successor. By a curious coincidence both Ignatev and Skobelev soon, and almost simultaneously, vanished from the scene: Ignatev's political career, as related earlier in this chapter, was terminated in May, 1882, and Skobelev died in July of that year.
The policy of Giers, however, was opposed by influential officials in his own department, although on grounds different from those adduced by Aksakov, Skobelev, and Ignatev. Saburov, Russian ambassador to Berlin, urged that the renewal of the alliance (due in 1884) should be seized as an opportunity for broadening its terms: Russia, according to this view, should be given a free hand in Constantinople and the Straits in return for suitable compensations to Germany and Austria. This proposal was supported by A, I. Nelidov, Russia's newly appointed ambassador to Constantinople. The Saburov amendment, if accepted, would have altered the character of the alliance: from an instrument for the maintenance of the status quo, and therefore of peace, it would have become an instrument for territorial expansion, and therefore of war. Giers successfully fought the influences inimical to his policy, Saburov was recalled from Berlin early in 1884, and on March 27, N.S., the treaty of alliance was renewed, with minor modifications, for another three years (until June 18, 1887, N.S.). A few months later it was put to the test during the Anglo-Russian crisis over central Asia.
With the defeat of Beaconsfidd and the advent to power of Gladstone (April, 1880), the tension in Anglo-Russian relations subsided.